
This message is to suggest that our society is overlooking a 
value in converting more of our lawns to native habitat and 

learning about why this is so.



Native bees pollinate a greater variety of native blooms 
than the honey bee.

Without native bees or similar pollinators, many native 
wildflowers and other plants would decline or disappear 

even if honey bees remained.



Honey bees are sort of domesticated, controlled 
and confined by us, installed by the first American 
settlers. Honey bees pollinate many of our crops 
but did not evolve with North American plants.



When fields and lawns are converted to 
meadows, insects will thrive, bringing 

many songbirds with them.  



Native Bees
Get a bad rap

They are often confused with hornets and wasps

BUT

They rarely sting,

and are important for everything!

Except for the Bumble bee, they are never 

aggressive and do not sting unless they are 

squeezed. 



The small gentle dark 
bee deserves your care.



Consider this about 
native bees in our state 

 Delaware is host to over 200 species of 

natives bees!

 And we should be much better hosts than 

we are.

 We have denied them habitat and 

unwittingly spray them with insecticides 

 They are fascinating to observe, like tiny 

birds, in their special local niche in nature.



They have nick names and 
scientific family names:

 Mining/digger bees (Andrenidae)

 Green sweat bees (Halictidae)

 Leaf-cutter bees (Megachilidae)

 Cuckoo bees (Nomadinae)

 Bumble bees (Apidae – Subfamily: Bombus)

 Large carpenter bees (Apidae – Subfamily: 
Xylocopidae)

 Small carpenter bees (Apidae – Subfamily: Ceratina)

 Long-horned bees (Apidae – Subfamily: Mellisodies)



To promote the cause for native bees, a group of volunteers are counting bees at 
Coverdale Farm near Centreville Delaware. The 300 acre property has only a few 

bees compared to a restored 2 year old meadow on the other side of town. The goal 
of this project is to document how managed meadow restoration on a farm can 

combine agricultural productivity with wildlife friendly habitat. 



Messages to share with 
future generations 

 This comparative data is stored on line, 

standardized by the Great Sunflower Project 

website along with other observers across the 

country.

 Confirming the concept that pollinators will 

return in  great numbers when even lawns are 

restored to meadow type plantings. 

 All of us who are concerned about the 

environment can join in this kind of 

commitment.



It is a hard sell to the suburban home owner who is so ever proud 
of broad expanses of mowed manicured lawn – that

a managed meadow 
portrays a deep concern for the environment.

Lawn monoculture devoid 

of habitat, sterilized with 
herbicides  

Yard meadow
created life, with abundant 

native pollinators



It’s not just about the lovely flowers, here is where 
abundant overlooked lessons in natural history 

reside.



Large yards of grass provide no resources for pollinators, 
and by planting areas of native plants, you can vastly 

increase habitat for all sorts of Nature.



How you can help, and enrich 

your life at the same time:
 Get to know pollinators by name and life cycles! 

Recreational bee and insect monitoring can be as 
interesting and more diverse than bird watching. 

 Blooms and bugs viewed with close focus binoculars 
and other devises is fascinating, very accessible and 
very aesthetic. They don’t migrate.  Except for the 
Monarch, their full life cycle is local, in the habitat 
that you create. You are their full life cycle caregiver.

 So, reduce your lawn and plant native flowers, trees 
and shrubs!

 Be extremely selective about pest control products. 
Avoid neonicotinoid and other residual types 
completely. 


